
 

 

 

 

 

RACING ACROSS THE WORLD …   

Dear Friends,  

Summer is almost upon us again – but perhaps the weather is not helping us get into the mood. We will be soon 

thinking about the refreshment that comes from holidays at some point this year. Some of you have already escaped 

these shores to warmer climes. Maybe you worshipped in a church whilst you were away? What did you learn from 

their welcome, ministry and worship? Can we learn a few lessons from your travels?  

I wonder if you are watching Race Across the World on TV at the moment? I think it’s an interesting idea of 

travelling without flying, within a limited budget and no internet or mobile phone. Just a map, opportunity to travel 

with a companion and may be work with them and a wallet of local currency. I wonder if the producers got their 

inspiration from The Acts of The Apostles?  

As you journey through Eastertide, our Biblical journey is a cruise through the various exploits and challenges 

faced by the developing church. And it most certainly was a Race Across the World. Seen through the lens of some of 

the earliest travel writers (the apostles), we learn such a lot about being prepared and ready, being resilient and up for 

a challenge. Paul was a great traveller and he most certainly clocked up the miles considering the numerous journeys 

he took to spread the gospel. Most of his journeys were far from comfortable. He even got ship-wrecked in Malta. 

Indeed, I think he endured three shipwrecks on his travels. The reception he got at many of the places where he 

visited could hardly be described as an ‘all-inclusive leisure holiday.’ He was beaten, stoned, and got imprisoned at 

some of them. None of these stopped him. He persevered with his mission. He tried to finish the race. He knew whom 

he believed in and was convinced that He is able to guard what he had entrusted to him until the end. 

  

The task God has given to each and every one of us can hardly be described as an ‘All-inclusive holiday’ at times. There 

are days we will feel tired, despondent, and even sorry for ourselves because we think the load of life, or even within 

our churches, is becoming too heavy.  

Our Annual General Meeting took place last month. People were elected to the roles we need covering to 

carry our church forward on our journey.  The same faces were re-elected, non of the old stalwarts on our church 

committees decided to call it a day and stand down; Thank Goodness. There is a phrase called multitasking in 

Management but perhaps the church takes this to the extreme. With so many challenges out there, not least 

safeguarding, and domestic abuse training and the transition into Minster Communities, managing the day to day 

operation of Village Heart, it is mightily easy to want to give it a break and take a holiday instead. Jesus says, ‘His yoke 

is easy and the load He will put on us is light.’ (Mathew 11:30). Our load only becomes heavy when we stop looking at 

the divine power of Jesus and focus on our physical strength. What’s more, He has left us with a Helper, the Holy 

Spirit, to guide and guard us – and we celebrate that fact this month too – first through the Ascension and then 

Pentecost.  

Do not grow weary running the race. Stay in the race if you can but if you have to pull up, don’t feel 

ashamed. Call on Him daily to grant you the strength and wisdom to keep up His good work, may be in surprising or 

just other ways. 

 ‘He will sustain you to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.’  (1Corinthians18)                                                                                                                                                Blessings  

GRAPEVINE



                           FELLOWSHIP GROUPS  

MONDAY MORNING CUPPA – In need of some company and 

fellowship? Come along every Monday morning for friendly cup of 

tea/coffee. 10.30am onwards. All welcome. 

 LUNCH LIGHT our group that supports folk who are bereaved, plan to meet in church on Friday 29th 

May between 12.30pm – 2.00pm. So, if you have lost a loved one and would like some company, a chat 

and a bite to eat, why not drop in or Telephone Janet 01283 215000, if you want to know more and 

would like to join us, or if you wish to help out. There is a charge of £5 

COFFEEANDCHAT@CHURCH will meet in church on Tuesday 5th May between 9.30 and 11.00am.  

 

                      MAY SERVICES and EVENTS ACROSS THE WOODFIELD TEAM. 
(all starting at 10am unless otherwise stated). 

 
Saturday May 2nd   St John’s Prayer Group meeting Winnie Meadows home at 10am    

Sunday May 3rd   
 

Donisthorpe (MP), Measham & Snarestone (HC), Normanton & Swepstone  
(MP), Packington (Breakfast Church) 

Monday  
May 4th 11th 18th 25th  

Monday Morning Cuppa (in church) 10.30am 

Tuesday May 5th    Coffee & Chat at St. John’s Donisthorpe  at 9.30am 

Sunday May 10th     Donisthorpe (HC), Appleby (HC), Packington (MP) 
Measham (MP Lay Led) 

Sunday May 17th     Donisthorpe (Lay Led Worship) , Measham (Breakfast Church),  
Appleby (Sunday People), Norton, Normanton & Swepstone (HC),   
  

Sunday May 24th         Donisthorpe  (HC & Baptism),  Packington (HC) , Appleby (Family Worship),  
Measham, (MP & Baptism). 

Friday May 29th  Lunch Light at St. John’s Donisthorpe (12- 30 – 14.00) 

Sunday May 31st  United Team Holy Communion at St. John’s Donisthorpe 
 

 
 

CHRISTIANS ARE EASTER PEOPLE ‘PEACE BE WITH YOU’  
Jeremy Trew, Team Rector of the Saffron Walden and Villages Team Ministry. Diocese of Chelmsford 
John 20:19-31 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish 
leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and 
side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and 
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus[a]), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples 
told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into h is side, I 
will not believe.” 
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that 
you may believe[b] that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2020%3A19-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26892a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2020%3A19-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26899b
http://www.saintjohns.co.uk/content/fellowship-groups


I hope that you had a really good Easter. As we enter into those familiar stories each year we encounter anew 
their incredible power to challenge and transform as they explore the heights and depths of human behaviour 
in contrast to God’s incredible love.  
Now Easter is past. And it can be easy to pack those stories away in just the same way we pack away the 
decorations after Christmas. But Christians are Easter people. We live in the light of the events of that first 
Easter. That first Easter changed things for good. It changed things for good, but in truth, it did it slowly.  
Think of what it would have been like for those first disciples, gathered together in the upper room that first 
Easter evening, which is when our gospel reading (John 20:19-31) begins. Think of what they witnessed in the 
days leading up to Easter:  
There was that emotional Thursday evening, when Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, and shared a last supper 
with them.  
There was his agony in the garden, when those same disciples fell asleep as Jesus prayed.  
There was the betrayal by one of their own, Judas, and Jesus’ arrest.  
The denial by Peter, the crowds shouting for Jesus to be crucified. His trial, his torture, and then, finally, his 
crucifixion.  
His burial in the tomb meant that it was all over. After all, death is final. Supposedly.  
But now, two days later, there are these stories from the woman who went to visit the tomb; that the tomb 
was empty, and Jesus was alive.  
Just imagine the swirl of emotions those disciples must have been feeling when Jesus came and stood among 
them that evening! They felt joy, of course. But also, sadness over what Jesus went through. And confusion 
over what his resurrection meant. And fear; we know that they were very afraid. And I strongly suspect, they 
felt guilt too, over deserting Jesus in his hour of need. Guilt also, maybe, at their misconceptions over who 
Jesus was and what he came to do. Yes, they may have understood him to be the Messiah, but there were 
various understandings of how the Messiah would win. Dying didn’t feature much in those.  
And in response to all of that joy and sadness and confusion and fear and guilt, Jesus simply said: “Peace be 
with you.” Peace be with you.  
In the Christmas stories we have angels/messengers appearing several times, preparing the way for the 
wonder of incarnation. Their opening line is usually; “Do not be afraid.” A pretty appropriate start in an 
experience that could only have been startling.  
At Easter it is “Peace be with you.”  
God gets human nature, how we respond to the unsettling, even when it is good news.  
God understands how we ordinary people react in the face of things that threaten to overwhelm our 
understanding of how life, even how God, works.  
We all have our own “creation story”; that set of beliefs on how things should rightly be and operate. Both 
Christmas and Easter show us that sometimes those beliefs, and our understanding of God, are just too small. 
God gets it, and says; “Peace be with you.” 
 
What Jesus did on that first Easter evening was to show those frightened disciples the same grace and mercy 
and forgiveness and love that he always showed. He came and stood among them and simply said, “Peace be 
with you.” And then, to ease their doubts, he showed them his hands and his side. No wonder the disciples 
rejoiced to see him! Not only was Jesus alive and among them, but he had also forgiven them for all that they 
had done – and not done – over these last dramatic days.  
 
We often read this gospel reading and focus on Thomas, the doubting disciple who needed to put his finger in 
the marks of the nails before he would believe. But this story is really about all those fear-filled disciples, 
trembling behind that locked door, and wondering what it all means.  
 
This story is really about each and every one of us: trying to live a life worthy of our Lord; struggling with 
doubt, weighed down with fear and misconceptions, and constantly falling short of what we know that he 
expects from us.  
And this story is also about how Jesus comes to us, in the midst of our doubts and fears and sin and guilt, to 
offer each and every one of us that simple word of grace, and mercy, and forgiveness. “Peace be with you.”  
This gospel reading is really about the peace which surpasses all understanding; the peace which the world 
cannot give; the peace that can only come from our crucified and risen Lord; and the peace that comes when 



we most need it. That peace that can never quite make sense in contrast to the brokenness of our world and 
yet has that deep compelling sense of truth about it that continues to draw us to be disciples.  
Think back to a time in your life when you feel as though you have truly let God down.  
And now, imagine Jesus showing up at that very moment, and saying to you: “Peace be with you.” That is 
what our Lord does for each and every one of us.  
That, too, is what the miracle of Easter means for us. But today’s gospel reading is also about the ways in 
which we are called to share that peace and that joy, with a world so filled with doubt and fear.  
Jesus did not join his disciples in the upper room simply to celebrate his resurrection with them. He also 
joined them there to give them the gift of the Holy Spirit, and to send them to the world to continue his work. 
“As the Father has sent me,” Jesus said to them and to us, “so I send you.”  
The word “Apostle” literally means one who is sent.  
The word “Disciple,” on the other hand, literally means one who learns.  
The disciples have learned from Jesus many things. By his words and his example, he has taught them about 
the Kingdom of God, and about God’s purpose for them and for the world. Now, these disciples are becoming 
apostles. Disciples who are sent into the world. Jesus sends those first disciples out into the world to be his 
apostles. Just as he sends us out into the world in the same way. We are all apostles, members of the 
apostolic church, as we say in the Creed. 
 
But Jesus doesn’t just tell us to do this. He helps us to do this. That, too, is the miracle of the resurrection. 
After he said to those first apostles, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you,” Jesus breathed on those 
apostles, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” When Jesus breathed on them, imagine those disciples thinking 
back to the creation story in Genesis: when God took dust from the ground, formed Adam from the dust, and 
then breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. As the Father did at the beginning, so the Son did to those 
first disciples, and so the Spirit does to us in our baptisms.  
 
So that’s what those first apostles did: They ran out and shared their joy with the world. Well, not exactly, not 
right away. A week after this story takes place, the first Sunday after Easter, we find those disciples back in the 
upper room; the door locked again. Has anything really changed? Jesus shows up again, and this time he’s 
upset, right? This time, he’s going to give them a talking-to, and tell them to get out there and do what he 
asked, right? Well, again, no.  
The first thing he says when he shows up this time is “Peace be with you.” Then, he turns to Thomas. Now 
remember, Thomas was not there a week ago, when Jesus first appeared to the other disciples. We are not 
sure why he was absent, but when the others told Thomas that they had seen the Lord, Thomas famously 
said, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.” So, what does Jesus do when he appears to Thomas? Again, Jesus shows 
understanding, patience, forgiveness and mercy. He said to Thomas, “Put your fingers here and see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.”  
 
Again and again, in the midst of our doubts and fears, and in the midst of our misunderstandings and failings, 
our risen Lord comes to us and says: “Peace be with you.”  
Again and again, he comes to us and says, “Do not doubt, but believe.”  
Again and again, Jesus forgives us, breathes new life into us, and offers us the gift of new life in him, and the 
promise of the Holy Spirit.  
And again and again, our risen Lord reminds us of our task; to go and share the peace and the joy and the 
hope of this new life, with a world that struggles to find peace, joy or hope.  
Again and again, the risen Jesus comes to us; to give us peace, to give us new life, to forgive our sin, and the 
fact that often our God is too small, and to gently remind us not to doubt but to believe.  
And again and again, he invites us to go, not alone, but with each other, his Church, and with the gift of the 
Holy Spirit at work even in us. To go in peace, to serve our risen Lord.  
 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

  


